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	Elements of Understanding
	Topic1:


	Is Capitalism compatible with social justice?

	
	Thesis2:


	No 

	
	Key Terms:

	Capitalism:  an economic and political system in which a country's trade and industry are controlled by private owners for profit, rather than by the state.

Justice: a scheme or system of law in which every person receives his/ her/its due from the system, including all rights, both natural and legal.


Social justice: substantive equality, especially in terms of economics

Egalitarian: believing in or based on the principle that all people are equal and deserve equal rights and opportunities.

Authoritarian: favoring or enforcing strict obedience to authority at the expense of personal freedom.

Private sector: the part of the national economy that is not under direct state control.

Public sector: the part of an economy that is controlled by the state.

Social problem: called a social issue, is an undesirable condition that people believe should be corrected

Liberalism: Liberalism is a political and moral philosophy based on liberty and equal rights



	Elements of Justification
	Author’s argument:




	Compatibilism Argument
1. If capitalism is neither egalitarian nor authoritarian, then capitalism is not compatible with social justice
2. capitalism is neither egalitarian nor authoritarian
Thus, capitalism is not compatible with social justice




	
	Evidence for Argument:


	
There is a capitalist conception of justice that is a workable conception of justice. 



	Elements of Inference
	Assumptions:


	Capitalism is fair to all. 

	
	Implications:


	Capitalism considers the points of view of everyone in society and that all the choices made in a capitalist society favors the points of views of everyone. 

	Summary
	
Write out topic, thesis and main reason(s)  for thesis in paragraph form



	
There is the conception of laissez-faire capitalism as an ideal scheme of cooperation in which individual decisions are harmonized, and income is distributed ac- cording to one's productive contribution. That way, people in a capitalist society should work hard and they will get the equivalence of what they have worked hard for in return. 

	Elements of Evaluation
	Problem with or criticism of author’s reason(s):



	Some capitalist societies are not considerate of everyone in society. 

	
	Possible author response:


	
Version 1:
The law of capitalism is always clear. If followed to the latter then everything should be okay. 
Version 2:
Some countries do not uphold the rule of the law to the latter. 





1Topic is the question that the author is attempting to answer.
2Thesis is the answer that the author is providing to the question.
